
Orchid of the Month - August 2017 
 

Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi by Nick and Debbi Burnett 
 
Why we grow it:  We suspect that many of us got into orchids because they looked exotic or unusual.  
With the widespread availability of phals in grocery stores, people may think that orchids are no 
longer that unusual or difficult to grow.  That’s good for the orchid trade, but if you are looking for 
something very unlike your average grocery store Phalaenopsis, this species is for you.  It is a 
modest size plant that, when mature, can be in flower all year round. 
 

 
 
Culture and Background:  Phal cornu-cervi grows in Southeast Asia—from India to the Philippines.  It 
grows on trees and rocks in fairly exposed areas that are moderate to hot.  Because of the way it 
grows in nature, it does not like wet feet and it can take more sun than most Phalaenopsis.  We grow 
it in clay and sphagnum moss so that it can be kept evenly moist but not sopping wet.  It can also be 
grown with large bark or lava so that it drains well.  It enjoys good humidity and does not particularly 
like to be repotted.  If it is happy, it can quickly grow into a specimen plant that can remain in flower  
virtually year-round. 

 
Special Features:  Phal cornu-cervi is easily identified by its flattened flower spike with buds emerging 
on either side and continuing to grow as long as the plant is happy.  While a flower is blooming, a bud 
on the opposite side of the spike is usually developing.  A happy plant might sustain as many as three 
or four open flowers per spike, with a healthy plant sporting multiple spikes.  If a spike stops 



flowering, DO NOT remove it as long as it is green.  We have had spiking plants simply pause in their 
flowering for a few months, only to resume on the same spike later in the year.  A good deal of 
attention has recently been give to a red form of this species called Phal cornu-cervi forma 
chattaladae.  At first, these plants were getting a premium on sellers’ tables, but as they grew in 
availability it is now possible to get these at prices comparable to the standard form.   
 

 
 
As with many species, there is also an alba or flava form.  It can also mature into a specimen that can 
be a pleasure to grow.   
 

 
 
So go beyond those supermarket phals and try a species Phalaenopsis that can look exotic and give 
you year-round flowers.  Well-established plants have flower spikes that can last for years! 


